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1
BRUSH HEAD FOR AN ELECTRIC
TOOTHBRUSH

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/769,667, filed Feb. 18, 2013, which applica-
tion claims priority from U.S. Provisional Application Ser.
No. 61/739,937, filed Dec. 20, 2012, the disclosures of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to toothbrushes, and more
particularly, to the brush head for an electric toothbrush. More
particularly, the invention relates to a unique arrangement of
tuft bristles which are mounted on and extend upwardly from
a support structure of the brush head.

2. Background Information

Electric toothbrushes consist generally of a handle contain-
ing an electric motor and a battery supply for the motor for
driving a brush head mounted at the end of a tube attached to
the handle. The brush head is usually moved in a rotating
oscillating type motion by a drive shaft extending from the
motor through the connecting tube. This moves the bristle
tufts alone or in combination with flexible elastomeric strips,
to provide a cleaning action to a user’s teeth and gums. A
considerable number of bristle tuft and elastic strip arrange-
ments have been used on prior art brush heads, all of which
are intended to provide various types of cleaning action to the
teeth. Some examples of prior art bristle tuft arrangements for
brush heads for electric toothbrushes are shown in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 5,416,942, 5,467,495, 5,625,916, 5,652,990, 6,021,538,
6,665,901, 7,698,771, 7,934,284, 7,941,886 and 7,958,589.
All of these prior art brush head bristle tuft arrangements are
intended to provide some type of desired cleaning action to
the teeth, many of which provide the desired sought after
effect. Some of these prior art bristle tufts arrangements
attempt to achieve their intended result by the various con-
figurations of the bristle tufts as well as the type of materials
together with specific heights and diameters of the bristle
tufts.

The present invention provides a unique bristle tuft
arrangement which is simple and economical to manufacture
and which is believed to provide a quality cleaning action
when used in a rotary oscillating manner on the end of an
electric driven toothbrush.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the present invention is to provide for a
relatively simple but effective brush head for cleaning teeth
adapted to be mounted on the end of an electric toothbrush.
The brush head has three series of bristle tufts each of which
is a ring-shaped series of bristle tufts arranged concentrically
with respect to each other and about a center point of a brush
head support surface on which the bristles are mounted and
extend therefrom. The outer ring or series of bristle tufts
preferably has a generally oval-shaped arrangement and com-
prises 16 equally circumferentially spaced bristle tufts. An
intermediate ring or series of bristle tufts preferably has a
generally oval-shaped arrangement and consists of six bristle
tufts, wherein an inner series of bristle tufts forms a generally
circular inner ring consisting of six bristle tufts equally cir-
cumferentially spaced with respect to each other as are the
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individual bristle tufts of the outer and intermediate ring-
shaped series of bristle tufts. A single bristle tuft preferably is
located at the center point of the support surface of the brush
head. All of the bristle tufts of the three series and center
bristle tuft preferably are of equal length and diameter greatly
facilitating the manufacture and economy of the brush head.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred embodiment of the invention, illustrated of the
best mode in which Applicant contemplates applying the
principles, is set forth in the following description and is
shown in the drawings and is particularly and distinctly
pointed out and set forth in the appended claims.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a usual type of electric
toothbrush having the brush head of the present invention
mounted thereon.

FIG. 2 is a greatly enlarged front elevational view of the
brush head of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a plan view showing the generally oval-shaped
support surface of the brush head of the present invention with
the major and minor axes indicated thereon.

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing the outer series
of bristle tufts forming a generally oval-shaped ring with
three distance lines being shown thereon.

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing the intermediate
series of bristle tufts forming a generally oval-shaped ring
with three distance lines being shown thereon.

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIGS. 4 and 5 showing the inner
series of bristle tufts forming a circular-shaped ring with three
distance lines being shown thereon.

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIGS. 3-6 showing a plurality of
diameter lines extending through the three series of bristle
tufts.

Similar numbers refer to similar parts throughout the draw-
ings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The toothbrush of the present invention is indicated gener-
ally at 1, and is shown in FIG. 1. Toothbrush 1 is of usual
construction consisting of a handle 2 which contains an elec-
tric motor powered by a battery and which is connected to the
brush head 3 by a tube 4 through which a driveshaft connects
the internal motor with a gear mechanism for rotationally
oscillating the brush head 3. The particular internal arrange-
ment of the motor, battery and connecting driveshatt and gear
mechanism can vary but is well known in the art. Some
examples are shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,467,495; 5,499,420;
6,195,828, 5,867,856; 5,577,285 and 5,289,604.

The particular configuration of the handle, drive motor,
connecting shaft and support tube shown in FIG. 1 is merely
one example ofthe type of electric toothbrush structure which
can be utilized in supporting and rotating brush head 3 of the
present invention. Preferably, brush head 3 will be rotated in
an oscillating alternating rotary motion to provide the desired
cleaning effect but could have other motion without effecting
the invention.

Brush head 3 is shown in further detail in FIG. 2 and
includes a support member 5 which is connected to the
extended end 7 of tube 4 and has an outer generally planar
support surface 9 from which a plurality of bristle tufts indi-
cated generally at 11 extend outwardly therefrom in a gener-
ally perpendicular relationship with respect to surface 9. In
accordance with one of the features of the invention, each of
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the bristle tufts 11 is formed of a plurality of bristles which
can be made of various types of filament materials and
assembled and embedded in support member 5 in a manner
well known in the toothbrush cleaning art. The bristles which
form the tufts have the same length as shown in FIG. 2, and
when assembled have the same tuft diameter best shown in
FIGS. 4-7. This uniformity of the bristle tufts provides for a
more economically produced brush head than varying the
height, size and material of the bristle tufts as done in many
prior art bristle tufts.

The unique arrangement of the bristle tufts is shown par-
ticularly in FIGS. 3-7. Support surface 9 (FIG. 3) preferably
has a slightly oval-shaped configuration having a major axis
13 and a minor axis 15 which intersect at a center point 17.
The unique bristle tuft arrangement consists of three series of
bristle tufts with a first or outer series indicated generally at
19, an intermediate or second series 21, and an inner or third
series indicated generally at 23.

Outer series 19 (FIG. 4) has 16 equally circumferentially
spaced bristle tufts, each of which is indicated as 25, which
are the same as bristle tufts 11 shown in FIG. 2. Bristle tufts
25 are arranged on and form an imaginary outer ring indicated
at 27 which preferably has a slightly oval shape as discussed
above coinciding with major axis 13 and minor axis 15. This
ring 27 of bristle tufts 25 is illustrated with three length or
distance lines in FIG. 4, wherein line D1 will be slightly larger
than line D2, and with line D3 having a distance inbetween
that of D1 and D2. The remaining tufts 25 will be similarly
spaced throughout ring 27. These three distance lines illus-
trate the preferable slight oval-shaped ring that is formed by
the series of tufts 25. As shown in FIG. 4, none of the bristle
tufts 25 lie on either of the major and minor axes 13 and 15.

The details of the second or intermediate series of bristle
tufts is shown in FIG. 5 and consists of six bristle tufts, each
of which is indicated as 29, which again are similar to bristle
tufts 11 and 25 discussed above. The six bristle tufts 29 are
equally circumferentially spaced and arranged to form an
imaginary intermediate ring 31 which preferably has a
slightly oval shape lying concentrically within outer ring 27
and coinciding with major and minor axes 13 and 15. This
slightly oval-shaped configuration of imaginary ring 31
formed by bristle tufts 29 is shown by a plurality of length or
distance lines D4, D5 and D6. Distance line D4 will be
slightly longer than distance line D5, and will be generally
equal to distance line D6, again illustrating the slight oval
shape of the imaginary ring 31 formed by the intermediate
series 21 of six bristle tufts.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 5, the six bristle tufts 29 are
equally circumferentially spaced with respect to each other
with two of the bristle tufts lying on minor axis 15 and with
none of the other four bristle tufts lying on any of the axes 13
or 15.

However, the bristle tufts forming outer ring 27 and inter-
mediate ring 31 can have circular arrangements instead of
slightly oval-shaped arrangements without affecting the con-
cept of the present invention.

The inner or third series 23 of bristle tufts lie on and form
animaginary circle indicated at 33, and consists of six equally
circumferentially spaced bristle tufts 35, which again are
similar to bristle tufts 11, 25 and 29 as discussed above. The
six bristle tufts 35 which are arranged along imaginary circle
33 in contrast to the preferably slightly oval shape of imagi-
nary rings 27 and 31. This is shown by distance lines D7, D8
and D9 which are equal in length. As shown in FIG. 6, the six
bristle tufts of the inner series 23 which form imaginary circle
33, are concentric with respect to imaginary rings 27 and 31
and have the center point 17 as the center of the circle. Two of
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the bristle tufts 35 are located along the major axis 13 equally
spaced on opposite sides of center point 17, with none of the
remaining four tufts being located on either of the axes 13 or
15. Furthermore, FIG. 6 shows that each of the bristle tufts 35
of inner series 23 is located intermediate a pair of bristle tufts
29 of intermediate series 21.

FIG. 7 shows another feature of the unique arrangement of
bristle tufts. Twelve diameter lines 38 are used as examples,
each of which is spaced 30 degrees with respect to the adja-
cent ones, extend through the center point 17. These diameter
lines 38 or any other diameter line, will pass through no more
than two of the bristle tufts of either the inner or intermediate
series of bristle tufts. Thus, a diameter line will pass through
only two of either the intermediate ring or inner ring of bristle
tufts and may or may not pass through none or two of the
bristle tufts of outer ring 27.

Thus, FIG. 7 shows the unique arrangement of the bristle
tufts which are arranged in imaginary three rings formed by
series of bristle tufts with the outer series 19 preferably hav-
ing sixteen equally spaced tufts, none of which lie on either of
the major or minor axes when arranged in a slightly oval
shape, with the intermediate series 21 preferably consisting of
six bristle tufts spaced equally circumferentially with respect
to each other, and with the inner series 23 of bristle tufts 35
preferably having six bristle tufts and forming a generally
circular configuration about center point 17, with each of the
individual tufts 35 being located between outer pairs of bristle
tufts 29 and with two of the bristle tufts 35 of the inner series
lying on major axis 13. Preferably a single bristle tuft 40 is
located at center point 17 as is the same construction as the
bristle tufts 25,29 and 35 of series 19, 21 and 23, respectively.

It is readily understood that support surface 9 could be
circular with outer series 19 and intermediate series 21 being
arranged in a circular or slightly oval configuration without
appreciably affecting the concept of the present invention.
The most important feature of the present invention is the
unique arrangement of the bristle tufts in the three series of
bristle tufts and their arrangement about center point 17 with
or without center bristle tuft 40 and their arrangement with
respect to any diameter passing through the center point of the
support structure.

In the foregoing description, certain terms have been used
for brevity, clearness, and understanding. No unnecessary
limitations are to be implied therefrom beyond the require-
ment of the prior art because such terms are used for descrip-
tive purposes and are intended to be broadly construed.

Moreover, the description and illustration of the invention
is an example and the invention is not limited to the exact
details shown or described.

What is claimed is:

1. A brush head of a power-driven toothbrush comprising:

a support structure;

a plurality of bristle tufts attached to the support structure
and extending upwardly therefrom, said plurality of
bristle tufts including:

a first series of bristle tufts forming an outer ring of bristle
tufts having major and minor axes;

a second series of bristle tufts forming an intermediate ring
of bristle tufts;

athird series of bristle tufts forming an inner ring of bristle
tufts;

wherein said first, second and third series of bristle tufts are
located generally concentrically with respect to each
other and about a center point of the support structure;
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wherein the second and third series of bristle tufts have
equal numbers of bristle tufts with the second and third
series of bristles tufts each including only six bristle
tufts;
wherein each of the bristle tufts of the third series is located
between a pair of bristle tufts of the second series; and

wherein two of the bristle tufts of the third series of bristle
tufts lie on the major axis and none of the remaining four
bristle tufts lie on the minor axis.

2. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein all of the
bristle tufts have the same length and diameter.

3. The brush head as defined in claim 1 including a center
bristle tuft located on the center point of the brush head.

4. The brush head as defined in claim 3 wherein the center
bristle tuft has the same length and diameter as the bristle tufts
of the first, second and third series of bristle tufts.

5. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein a diameter
line passing through the center point of the brush head never
passes through bristle tufts of the outer rings of bristle tufts.

6. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein a center
bristle is located on the center point of the brush head; and

10

15

20

6

wherein the inner ring of bristle tufts has a circular configu-
ration concentric about the center point of the brush head.

7. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein all of the
bristle tufts are similar to each other having the same height
and diameter.

8. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein no bristle
tufts of the intermediate ring of bristle tufts lies on a diameter
line passing through the center point of the brush head and a
bristle tuft of the inner ring of bristle tufts.

9. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein the first
series of bristle tufts has sixteen bristle tufts.

10. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein a center
bristle is located on the center point of the support structure;
and wherein the third series of bristle tufts has a circular
configuration concentric about the center point of the support
structure.

11. The brush head as defined in claim 1 wherein a diameter
line passing through the center point of the support structure
passes through bristle tufts of only one of the second and third
series of bristle tufts.



